The Big Note

for Clarinet, Trumpet,
Horn, Trombone, and Tuba

Composed 1990; drastically re-written June 1-28, 2004
First movement composed Oct. 28—Nov. 12, 2011
Duration: approximately 19 minutes

Dedicated to clarinetist Fred Jacobowitz

In 1989, | had the pleasure of visiting with an old friend | met at
NTSU in the '70s, Fred Robinson (no relation), when the Air Force
Band he composed and arranged for played at Brevard, NC. As a
result of this visit, when | returned home to Cleveland NC, | wrote a
series of pieces for his musicians. Sadly none were used. When |
revisited these scores in 2003 and 2004, | changed them radically and
greatly expanded them with many improvements. One of these
scores was originally a little five-minute romp for brass quintet. |
wrote a new first movement, based on a short exercise from my
student years imitating Wagner, and completely re-wrote the second
movement, all from June1 to June 28, 2004. These are now the
second and third movements.

The tessitura for the first trumpet was very high, and this part
became much more practical and even idiomatic when played on a
clarinet. Thus, the idea came to change the instrumentation to
clarinet and brass. | composed an entirely new first movement in the
fall of 2011 to make the piece more similar to the length of most of
my other pieces. | have written two previous works including clarinet
with my friend Fred Jacobowitz in mind, and this is the third.

About the cover; the middle photograph is of a Japanese
acoustic airplane detector from the 1930's. The bottom image is of
the largest denomination of currency ever issued by the United
States government.

Bill Robinson

Publisher Parrish Press First Edition, 2011

billrobinsonmusic.com
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