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for Joseph, Mary Kay, and Rebecca Robinson 
 

 Joseph and Mary Kay Robinson (no relation) came to a concert in 2006 featuring 
some of my music performed by Eric Pritchard at Duke University.  Joe had a long career 
as principal oboist with the New York Philharmonic, and Mary Kay has performed 
extensively as a violinist. They asked me to write a trio for oboe, violin, and piano, 
which resulted in Aditya Hridayam. After they performed this at Duke with Thomas 
Warburton, I realized how lucky I was to work with musicians of this caliber. In February 
2012, Mary Kay was one of the musicians performing my Clarinet Sextet for clarinet and 
strings, which was a wonderful performance. 

In 2011, Joe and Mary Kay asked me to write a piece they could perform with 
their aspiring diva daughter Becky, with Mary Kay playing piano. I wrestled with ideas 
for lyrics for many months, but found this to be an exceptionally difficult assignment. 
After finishing Violations for viol consort (or string ensembles) on February 19, 2012, it 
was time to sit down to do Robinsongs, a set of songs for, well, the Robinsons. After 
delays and false starts with other lyrics, I managed to start scribbling Lewis Carroll’s 
Some Hallucinations on April 30, but progress was quite difficult. After that came Ogden 
Nash’s The Purist. (I’ve made a good-faith effort to find the holder of the copyright—but 
then, my music is so far from profitable that I don’t suppose royalties will be an issue.) 
Finally, after much struggle and an uncommonly slow season of composition, came 
another Lewis Carroll poem, You Are Old, Father William, finished on the ominous date 
of September 11. 

 In August 2015 I made this new version of Robinsongs for mezzo, flute, clarinet, 
and piano, at the suggestion of Marianne Breneman, clarinetist and member of 
Conundrum, a chamber music group of soprano, flute, clarinet, and piano. In October 
2022, I converted the legal-size format to letter-size. 
 Accidentals hold through the measure and not beyond, and do not refer to other 
octaves. Sometimes I include courtesy accidentals to avoid confusion. Notes retain their 
value through meter changes. 
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