Ananda Sonata

for Violin and Piano

May 12—June 16, 2007
Duration: about 17 /2 minutes

Ananda-Eric Pritchard asked me to write a violin sonata for his recitals
early in 2008, and as | had none in my catalog, it sounded like a very good idea.
One of my early compositions was a sonata for violin and piano, written during
my first year of college (1973 at Eastman), but it was immature and derivative
and has not survived. This work, on the other hand, is fully mature and ready
for consumption.

I'm not by nature a programmatic composer, but ’'ve had a pretty tough
time much of my life, and in some way, a good deal of my music cannot help but
reflect some of this. After | had written most of the first movement that it
seemed right to call it “Hard Times”. The second movement is intended as a
kind of mantra; quite a few of my works are best heard with a repeated series of
words mentally set to the music, and this is no exception. Since Eric has been
involved with Sufism, it was most appropriate to use A/lah as the mantra. And
the last movement started off in 12 but then | knocked off a note leading to 11
per measure, then decided to continue the prime number meter idea and ended
up with most meters in 5, 7, 11, and 13. In addition there are some fancy
compound rhythms and some tricky playing, especially for the piano. The
technical requirements for the first movement are moderate and the middle is
easy, but the [ast movement does require real proficiency. If this results in only
the first or second movements, or both, being performed at a future concert, this
is perfectly acceptable.

For paper printing, violinists should use the legal-size part; for electronic
music readers, there is this [etter-size edition.
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