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In January 2024, Eric Pritchard offered the idea of a concert at Duke University in 

January 2025 to mark my 70th birthday. I thought it timely to set some protest poems for 
narrator and a chamber group. At last, an opportunity to do what I do best—complain. As is 
my habit, I then set the piece for orchestra, giving me my third symphony. 

The first poem, “Pity the Party”, is inspired by “Pity the Nation” by Laurence 
Ferlinghetti, who in turn was inspired by a poem of the same name by Khalil Gibran. While 
this is pointed directly at today’s Republican Party in the US, it applies just as well to neo-
fascist and authoritarian parties around the world, such as the BJP in India.  

The second poem, “Father Stalin, Look at This” is a Ukranian children’s song from 
about 1933. This was at the height of the Holodomor, when Stalin deliberately starved six 
million people to death in the process of collectivizing farms. 

The third poem, “Political Theology”, I wrote a few years ago in disgust with the 
power of religion in governments through history. It is also critique of a civilization that is 
based on the destruction of Nature, and which is hell-bent on catastrophic overpopulation 
and extirpation of resources. 

The fourth poem, “The birds don’t know about self-immolation”, was posted 
anonymously on social media two days after Aaron Bushnell burned himself to death in 
front of the Israeli embassy in Washington DC on February 25, 2024, to protest the war in 
Gaza. 

The fifth poem, “Artificial Insanity”, I wrote (with a little ironic assistance from 
artificial intelligence, which I couldn’t resist) based on Alan Ginsberg’s poem “Howl”. It is 
about the threat to our mental health and culture from modern technology, especially AI. 

 
Performance notes 

Should this music be performed in places and times where the references are 
unknown, obscure, or irrelevant to the audience and musicians, the texts may be changed 
to be more applicable to the local situation.  
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I. Pity the Party
                lyrics: Bill Robinson 
(after L. Ferlinghetti (after K. Gibran))
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

 









Holodomoderato



Holodomoderato



 









(Œ.=68)

(Œ.=68)



       

   

  





 







  

     

     







  

  

    



       





    



 



      

























7



7


 


 





7       
  

  
     




 


 





      
  

  
    

      
Fa ther Sta lin, look at this

      

        



 
























     


      

Col

       

        



































- - -

















11

      
lec tive farm ing is such bliss

11

 

 
  



       

11  

 

      
The





         


         

         

        
hut’s in ru ins, the barn’s all sagged

   
    



       


  





 


   



    

       



       

 



 





- - -

II. Father Stalin, Look at This
Ukrainian children's song, 1933

[5']8 Violin for electronic music readers















15

      
All the hors es bro ken nags

15

       

        



15 

 

 





 











 

 

         


      

     







       
And on the hut



   
    

  



    

    


 


















           
a ham mer and sick le



       






 




 
 









- - - -





































19

     
And

19       


    



19










 





cresc. 

    
in the hut

      
   











      
death and

     
     









 



   
fam ine

      











-

















































23



23


     

    





23







 












   
 

 

       

   
   











                 

        

        

 





 


 




 









9
Father Stalin, Look at This









































     
Fa ther Sta lin, look at

     

     

 
   

      












 







27

27

  
this

  

 

 





 



























 

 dim.

 dim.

 dim.












 






































 



 



 









 



 



 

















- -







































32

      
No cows left, no pigs at all

32



       

       

32 


    








 


 


 








   
Just your pic ture



   

   

 




 




    
on the wall

           

       

 
     

 
 


 


 







 


 


 




cresc.

 cresc.


cresc.

 cresc.

-















35



35

           

 
        

       

35




 


  
 









 







  





dim.

dim.



 dim.

 dim.





  



 
 


 


 







 


     











      
Fa ther Sta lin, look at this



       






 


 


 





 

 
 

 
  

 







- -
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









38



38            

         



38            

  
  

  
  

     
Dad dy and Mom my are

       

         



       

     

     

  

 
in the

 

 



   



 




 



 


  
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

































41

  
grave

41 



           

41 












 cresc.

 cresc.

 cresc.

      
The

           

           

           
























    
poor child cries





          




























 

    
   




 








  
































































45



45





   

45








rit.

rit.

      
as a lone he

    
  



      











a tempo

a tempo

  
goes





     



















 

  





 dim.







 

 




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




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



































      
Fa ther Sta lin, look at this




  

 
 

 
        













 
 

 
 









50

50



 
      

        

        

 











 









 





 









cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.










 















 














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























53

        
There’s no bread and there’s no fat The

53







53

       
        



 
      

 
      



cresc.

legato

 





      
par ty’s end ed all of that









                 



        

        


dim.

 

 dim.

- -













55



55







55              





  







 


 


 


 














 
 


 


 




 


 


 


 




       
Seek not the gen tle nor the mild

          


  

 
     

5

 
        




 


 


 




 


 


 


 










cresc.

cresc.

cresc.





cresc.
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





















58



58

   
 

 


5

                   
5 5

5

5

           

58 













































                   
5 5

5
5

       

5

           





























 










cresc.

      
A fa ther

 
              

5 5 5

        






 



 





        



 




 














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






















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      
has eat en

61

 
         
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          
5

5

        


61 

 

 








        



 












   
his own

              
5 5 5



        


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






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

        














  
child

        



     





























 dim.

 dim.

 dim.
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
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


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

 




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
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   
  





















     

 




 







   
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


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

9



9

                 
6 6 6

  



9 
       

    







   
“Go

                 
6 6 6



   


       

    









10

10
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lyrics by Bill Robinson

[2:45]Violin for electronic music readers16















11

  
break the sod,”

11




  
 

    

  

11 
       



     

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

 cresc.

cresc.

   
said our God, “The

  

   

  



        

     













   
world is here for



  

    

   



    

  
 

    












   
you to own. Go

 
  

    

   
 

        

    



   
forth and spread your

  



   

  









 





   
fruit ful sons; Sub

   


  

   



 




 



- -













 

17

   
due the beasts and

17   



  

  



17


 




 



   
dam the streams,

   




   













   
Cut the trees and



           

   


 




 







 







 

 


   
pave the streets,

         
 



  




 



 







 







 

 


   
Burn the dead from



           

   



 



 







 







 

 
















22

   
e ons past To

22

           

  

  



22

 

 


 




 


 




 














 



 

   
feed the flames and

  



 

  





   

  

   
turn the wheels. Make

   




  





  

   
war for gold and

  



 

  





  

   
kill for me. O

   

 

  



 

  





- -
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











27

   
bey your lead ers

27





  





27

     







   
and your priests Whom





    

 
   







    
I have fa vored



     

           





 







 





   
with my grace.

     





           




       

   
Al ways more, and



           

 

           





      









31

31

- - -

























32

    
al ways fas ter;

32 
















         

      

32 








 
     













   
Mine the ore and

















        

     









       

   
crush the stone.












           

     







 
     

   
Do this well, and















         

     









 




      

      
I will teach you all a




















           

   





















      







- -





































37      
migh ty les son.”

37

    


    


   

37



 










 











   














   
What



   













39

39

   
our God said we



 

   

  





    
longed to hear. We


 


 

  


   








- -

   

   

   

   

   

   
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











  

  

42

     
slew our Mo ther and

42



           

   


42

 


 

 

 



















 














    
sucked the mar row

           



  

 


 


 

 

 



















 














   
from her bones.



           

   





 

 

 





















 



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















45

   
The

45

           

  

  

 

45

 


















 





 


 


 






 




 









   
grow ing mob may

  



  

  








  

  



   
come to dine, The

  
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IV. The birds don't know about self-immolation

Anonymous poem
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     
fire, I go
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 
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











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



 














      
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out for an ear ly morn ing





                  





 




 




 
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




 







 


 
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



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  
walk,
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  
       

   
      

      

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





















    



    
wrapped in air far too

               

       


   

               



       
warm for late Feb ru ar y

         

   



               

               
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






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
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




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  
in the

20      

   

       

20 

 








       

    
3

Mid west a

        

     

           















 



           

   
heat wave.

  

  

 





 



 





 
   

   
 



     
3

False Spring has brought

           

  
         

   



 

















 


 
   

   
   

 
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24       
3

Na ture roar ing back to

24

         


           

              

24 





  

  

  

  

  

  
6 6

6



 
 

  

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

     
life. I want to

               

               

  


 






  

  






 


6


 

 















25

25

     
shake eve ry per son I

  

 




  

 



   




 

 

















- - - -













27    
stroll past.

27






   
    

 

    
     

 


27


 










     
“Did you know there’s a

    
      

                







         
gen o cide hap pen ing?

  
 

 


           









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
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





30

   
Did you
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

 
 

 



  

       



30


  

  

  

  

  

  

6 6 6

legato



    
see a man


 

 
 




  

     
 

            

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

6 6 6 6
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      
burn him self a live in

32
       


  

       

               
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  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

6 6 6 6

   
pro test?”


 

    

   
 

  

  

  

 
6









       

  



 


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
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   
I would

35





  
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               


  




 



 



 








legato



    
ask, if






 

               


 


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

36

36
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on ly I could count on a re





       

3

              
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
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
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







     
3

sponse that is n’t






   

3



               
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
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39   
dead eyed.
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



  
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            






  




 



 

















    


    





 

 

 






 


 






 























   
But I

           

           





 






 


 





 









 




 
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











42

       
3

know I’d have bet ter luck with the

42
             



3

            




42



 












  













 




 

  

  
birds.


 

 
 


3

3

 
 

 
 

3

3



 
  


  

  


  
  

  
  

-













44

   
But I

44

   

3



          


3 3 3

3

44

 
  

  







3

        









3





|

|





|

    
know I’d have

               


 

 
 

 
 

 
 



               


































 
6

6
6

6



 


 







 


 
















45

45

















































46

      
bet ter luck with the

46         
  


  

   
       

   

               

46













 









 
birds,

       

       
       






   
ev er

           


    

           

            
6

6

            6

6

dim.

dim.

dim.



dim.
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























49

    
3

cu ri ous,

49
               

   
        

               

49

   

   









      
3

car di nals hop ping from







   

      

 











     
branch to branch like





       


  





- - - - -

















































52

      
3

fi re balls. Or

52

       






52

 






   
mis siles.



     



  



   
I’d tell them,

   









      
3

some of us love you

   
3


      

3



 






- - -















56

    
so much we’d

56

       

3


 



56


  



dolce

     
die for you. For a

    

     



  


 

 
 











3

3
3

3



dolce

dolce



      
3 3

sin gle snip pet of

     

     









 



3 3




 
 


3 3



      
3

bird song. For a


    

    






 
 



3
3














3

3

 

- - -
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













60

   
child’s first glimpse of

60 

   



   
   



60




 

 















3 3 3

3



     
feath ers glow ing

  

  

    

     



 
 




3
3

    




   
in the


   



     


      



      

   
clear light.

     

  
   

    




   

   
For a






  

  



  







- -















65

   
tree for you to

65







65





      
perch in a mong the











      
3

rub ble. He shout ed





 
 



 
 


    

FREE PAL ES TINE

   

   

   















 









68

68

    
FREE PAL ES TINE

   

   

   












  











 

- - - - - - -













70

    
FREE PAL ES

70
  



  

  


70 

 



















     
TINE un til he

    

    

    
































    
choked on the flames.

      

      

   














 

 


    
The call back:

    

    

    
































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











74

   
a

74     
 

     


   

74    
 


 

 
 

 



  

long, mourn ful

       

       

      


 
 




















 











     
3

whis tle from a

       

       

      





 




















 

- - -













77

    
bove. The

77

       

       

      


77



 















 



    
sun is blaz ing too

  
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

























3 3 3 3



  













   

     
3 3











- - - -

V. Artificial Insanity Bill Robinson, after 
Alan Ginsburg's "Howl"
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