A Major Piano Sonata*

May 9—October 29, 2008
Duration: about 17 minutes

*not actually in A major

1 first attempted a piano sonata in 1982; it was
performed once at NTSU in Denton Texas for a very
small audience. 1 have salvaged some ideas from the
middle movement for this sonata’s middle movement,
and also some thematic material from the early third
movement for this sonata’s finale.

While most of my works include piano, it has been
a challenge to compose a solo work; my inner ear is
more attuned to less percussive instruments or voice,
and to a variety of tone colors. It is not surprising that
this piece took an unusually long time to write,
although the elapsed time is also due to other activities
this summer and fall.

As with some other compositions of mine, the
technical requirements for the first movement are
moderate and the middle is not very hard, but the last
movement is quite difficult and does require real
proficiency. If this results in only the first or second
movements, or both, being performed at a future
concert, 1 have no objections.

The photograph on the cover is from my first piano
lessons at age three, in Denton, 1958. The only
performance 1 gave on piano was in kindergarten,
when 1 was dressed as a clown and had a large star,
dyed blue, carved into my otherwise very short hair,
which was dyed white. Currently 1 only play in the
privacy of my boudoir to help compose and rely on
others for performance.

The dedication for this work will go to the first
pianist to perform and record it.

Bill Robinson

Publisher Parrish Press Raleigh NC First Edition
November 2008 billrobinsonmusic.com
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