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In the year 1768, the people of Boston resolved that they would not import any tea, glass, paper, or other commodities commonly brought from Great Britain, until the act imposing duties upon all such articles should be repealed. This poetical appeal to the ladies of the country, to lend a “helping hand” for the furtherance of that resolution, appeared in the Boston News Letter, anonymously.
     About this time a party of young ladies, calling themselves “Daughters of Liberty,” met at the house of “a distinguished minister, in Boston, where they amused themselves with spinning two hundred and thirty-two skeins of yarn, some very fine, which were given to the worthy pastor, several of the party being members of his congregation. The party was concluded with many agreeable tunes, anthems and liberty songs, with great judgment; fine voices performing, which were animated, in all their several parts, by a number of the Sons of Liberty.” The following quotation, from Murray’s United States, shows the effect such resolutions and actions had upon the trade of England with the Colonies. The exports from England, which, “in 1768 amounted to $11,890,000, declined, in 1769, to $8,170,000.”
	The melody is a Scottish traditional tune, one of many used for the song “Barbara Allen”.

The American Vicar of Bray
	"The Vicar of Bray" is an eighteenth-century satirical song recounting the career of the Vicar of Bray and his contortions of principle to retain his ecclesiastic office despite the changes in the Established Church through the reigns of several English monarchs. The song makes many specific allusions to English religious and political doctrines and events.
	The melody is taken from the 17th-century folk melody "Country Gardens" which in turn was used in The Quaker's Opera, first printed in London in 1728, a three-act farce based on the story of Jack Sheppard which was performed at Bartholomew Fair.
	A parody of this parody song, "The American Vicar of Bray", with the same chorus, was published in the 30 June 1779 edition of Rivington's Royal Gazette, mocking the shifting loyalties of some American colonists during the American Revolutionary War.

